The " Plenum" system of ventilation has for some years been the subject of one of the controversies that are so common in the medical and in the engineering world, and, in fact, wherever progress is the order of the day. The development of the system, like that of so many other things, has been very gradual. The men who have had the matter in hand, have felt their way, step by step, and they have not always made use of the knowledge that lay at their doors, and to be had for the asking. Ventilation Henman, the architect of the Birmingham General Hospital, who has thoroughly mastered the principles of air currents, that smaller wards are possible with the system, because the air is so constantly changed, and that the decreased cost of the wards more than pays for the heavy cost of the ducts and apparatus required. It may be mentioned in passing that one cause of non-success of the early attempts to produce the gentle air currents required, and the large power that some of them take to move the air, is due to the ducts not being large enough. Small ducts mean large power and a high velocity in the air, the one meaning expense and the other draughts.
But after all credit has been given for the above, there is still something wanting. It is difficult to find a doctor who is heart and soul in favour of the system. Doctors There is one other point, the effect of the adoption of the Plenum system by a number of buildings closely packed together in a town upon the atmosphere. Where the building is in the country, away from others, no harm is done; but where all the buildings are drawing from a common reservoir of air, into which they are delivering polluted air, the matter may become so serious as to neutralise any good effects obtainable from the system.
